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Last Friday, 1 September 2017, I was honored to be in the company of some
extraordinary women dedicated to life sciences and technology R&D in Australia.
Accomplished innovators, researchers and entrepreneurs came together to celebrate one
another's perseverance and tenacity. Collectively, we celebrated the diversity of our
backgrounds, strengths, passions and sheer determination in life sciences and
information technologies.
I was honored to be in the company of several remarkable females in technology,
including Sonja Bernhardt, Ann Uldridge, and Glenda Slingsby, who in 1997 helped
create a nescient professional community of like-minded women.
Over the last twenty years, I've
continued as a serial tech
company founder, beginning in
Brisbane QLD with Plugged In
Software Pty Ltd. I relocated to
Washington D.C. to grow the
company, leaving the the
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engineering powerhouse in
Brisbane with a capable
management team. In 2005, the
parent company Tucana
Technologies Inc, was acquired
by a Fortune 100 company,
Northrup Grumman. Most
recently, I started 3 Round
Stones, Inc, a software company
that specialises in helping
government agencies make
publicly funded science more
available to researchers, public
health officials, and the media.
Much of the expertise and technology 'know how' was developed by our first company,
Plugged In Software Pty Ltd, launched next to University of Queensland in the mid1990's. Plugged In was started with a UQ alumnus, Dr. David Wood, and several UQ
ITEE graduates.
It was particularly poignant to
receive the Queensland
Government sponsored 2017
"Sue Wickenden Entrepreneurial
Established Award", presented
by the Honorable Leeanne
Enoch MP, Minister for
Innovation, Science and the
Digital Economy, Minister for
Small Business. Our software
startup Plugged In, was the
recipient of a valuable small
business innovation training
program in 1997 called,
"Financing IT Growth (FIG)". Queensland continues to support advanced technology
innovation through programs including Advance Queensland.
I was pleased to meet the late
Sue Wickenden's lovely family
who attends the awards
ceremony each year. I learned
from Sue's family, that she was a
brave woman, persistent, and
above all, a tenacious
entrepreneur. She was wellregarded in Queensland, and I
am honored to have received this
award in her name.
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To my genuine surprise, I was
recognized with the 2017 ICT
Outstanding Achievement
Award, sponsored by Amazon
Web Services. Our company, 3
Round Stones, was instrumental
in delivering one of the largest,
most comprehensive open
government data sites and it runs
on the AWS cloud. The U.S.
EPA has considered the gold
standard for environmental
reporting on toxic chemicals and
impacts. Many countries have
learned and leveraged the pollution inventory example set by the U.S. EPA, including
the EPA in South Australia. Open data sites like this are particularly helpful during
extreme weather events such as Hurricane Harvey which the world is seeing unfold in
Houston Texas. I'm so passionate about the value of open access to publicly funded
science data, that I've recently commenced my PhD at University of Queensland on this
important research topic.
I'm most grateful to the many
extraordinary women and men
who value and have cultivated
this professional community
over the last 20 years. Now, over
5,000 members strong, WIT is a
testament to the power of
diversity and women's
contributions to life sciences and
technology. A diverse and
supportive workplace is good for
Australia, and our global
economy. I could not be more
proud of being counted as part of
this extraordinary group of pioneering women in life sciences research and technology.
Thank you to the WIT gala event volunteers, judges and sponsors including the
Queensland Government, University of Queensland, QUT, QUT Institute for Health and
Biomedical Innovation, Griffith University, Amazon Web Services, ACS, Flight Centre,
River City Labs.
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While an award may list one or two individual's names, as any entrepreneur who has
stayed in the game long enough realizes, it is our family, our mentors and colleagues
who supported us that are to be congratulated. Our family's juggle their lives, put up
missed school events and missed anniversaries. To my beloved husband and long time
business partner, David, and my two wonderful children Aidan and Mikayla, thank you.
Our successes are created together and celebrated together!
I look forward to sharing
"lessons learned" and hopefully
serving as a positive role model
to the next generation of
Australia's dedicated life
sciences and technology
researchers and entrepreneurs.
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Well done and well deserved
Bernadette.
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